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December 1, 1987

«
TO: S.E.A.A.M. Executive Members ,

11 • '
FROM: Marianne Wawrykow, S.E.A.A.M. President

RE: Brief to the Minister

Bob Scarth has completed a draft of the Brief to present to the Minister at our
meeting with him on January 15, 1988.

Please review this attached brief. Your comments or concerns can be sent to me
at the above address, or contact me at 775-0231, ext. 292.

If I do not hear from you by Friday December 11, 1987 I will assume that you
have no response.

After feedback is incorporated into the brief, a finalized copy will be
distributed - hopefully before our January 15 meeting.

Thanks for your help!

/pk

attd.
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For more than ten years the Special Education Coordinators of the Province of
Manitoba have been formally organized in order that they might better serve the
needs of children who require special consideration within the school system.
The constitution of S.E.A.A.M. states the purpose as follows:

"S.E.A.A.M. is organized to provide opportunity for study of concerns
common to its members, to promote professional development and
leadership, and to communicate, through discussion and publications,
information that will develop improved services for exceptional
children".

The 1987 membership list covered every school division of the province and the
consultants and administrators of the Child Care and Development Branch (CCDB).
The province is divided into seven regions. Each region has an organization
that meets regularly for similar purposes and each region names a
representative to sit on the provincial executive. The executive of S.E.A.A.M.
meets regularly to deal with relevant issues, and to hear from the regional
representatives and CCDB staff. An annual professional development conference
is held, at which time an Annual General Meeting hears reports from the
regions, approves previously submitted resolutions and elects a new slate of
officers.

The membership of S.E.A.A.M. is keenly aware of the complex mandate of each of
its members, and has learned to appreciate the diversity of the tasks from
urban to rural and from north to south. The fellowship and consultation
between members has developed to the point of providing a united voice on a
variety of issues. The Special Education Coordinators have become acutely
aware of the progress made and problems encountered by government, by school
boards, by teachers and parents as they fulfill their responsibilities to
provide for appropriate programming in the least restrictive environment for
children with special needs.

This acute awareness has resulted in the preparation of a brief on issues and a
presentation by S.E.A.A.M. Table Officers to the Minister of Education every
year. It is with considerable pride that we make this presentation because we
work in a province that has traditionally shown marked progress at all levels
of government and at all levels of education and, indeed, leadership to other
parts of Canada. Once again, we thank the Minister for this opportunity to
provide him with our latest findings and our latest concerns.

We have identified six major issues. We present them briefly and then ask for
discussion, assistance and/or resolution.

1. Issues for which there are no clear statements from the Minister of
Education.

"There is still considerable confusion within school
systems and within the public about what actually
constitutes "mainstreaming" of children with special needs.
Actual expectations from the Ministry of Education are
unclear. Is most appropriate programming synonymous with
placement in the regular class? Some school divisions
appear to be able, albeit at significantly increased
pressures on teachers, auxiliary staff, other children and



increased costs to taxpayers, to have all children
"mainstreamed" while other divisions do not appear to find
this possible nor appropriate. As children with the most
severe handicapping conditions appear at the door of the
school and as costs escalate, trustees may well look to the
most economical method of programming as opposed to the
most appropriate."

Programs conducted by resource teachers in Manitoba schools appear to be
moving in the direction of the "Consultative/Collaborative Model". No
clear statement of the totality of meaning and intent has been received
from the Ministry about this model of service. There has been no approach
made to provide any system of evaluation of this model over any other. We
seem to have bought it on faith alone!

Recommendation

That the Minister and his staff provide some clarification of the
definition of the Consultative/Collaborative Resource Model. We request
some statement of standardized philosophies and procedures for school
divisions concerned about mainstreaming that take into account rational
methods of decision-making and rights of due process for each child and
the parents. We are also keenly interested in Manitoba Education's
commitment to development and implementation of both these forms of
service.

2. Concerns pertaining to funding.

In 1981 Manitoba Education instituted a program of financial assistance to
school divisions for programming of high cost - low incidence students.
This support has increased only once since its inception (Level I from
$3,000 to $3,300; Level II from $6,000 to $6,600). These increases in no
way approach actual costs. Financial support for the coordinator and for
each eligible clinician has increased only minimally from the original
grant.

High incidence funding has changed per unit from $21,000 in 1981 to
$23,000 in 1986 (resource teacher, special education teacher, teacher
assistants, etc). These monies in no way reflect the support required
for mainstreaming in the most appropriate setting, nor for alternative
programming possibilities. Indeed, resource teachers and other special
education personnel have become less and less available to give service to
high incidence children because of the complicated, time-consuming program
needs of low incidence children in the mainstream. It has become
particularly critical for appropriate programming and placement of the
Educable Mentally Handicapped student. As integration takes place,
services become less and less.

Recommendation

That the Minister of Education consider reviewing and revising these
fundings so that they, at least, reflect increases in the cost of living.
It is further requested that particular attention be paid to the high



incidence funding, so that mainstreaming and appropriate programming for
the Educable Mentally Handicapped students can become a true reality.
Perhaps a separate classification of low incidence funding might be
considered for these students.

3. Treatment / Education for the Severe Emotional / Behaviour Disordered
Child

It has become customary for S.E.A.A.M. to request, annually, that the
Minister of Education arrange meetings with his cabinet colleagues in
Health, Community Services and, perhaps, the Attorney-General's
Department. The issue has varied from year to year, but the request for
open collaboration with S.E.A.A.M. continues.

This year, the issue is the treatment and education of the severely
emotionally and/or behaviourally troubled child. There is a gradual
increase in the numbers of these children requiring service in the school
with the accompanying distress and concern of administrators, clinicians,
teachers, other children and other parents. There is a gradual decline in
the number of treatment facilities and personnel for these children in the
province of Manitoba.

Recommendation

That the Minister of Education approach the Ministers of Health and
Community Services to develop a funding agreement and program plans to
meet the treatment/educational needs of children with severe
emotional/behaviour disorders.

4. Twelve Month Services for Children with Multi-Handicapping Conditions

There has been considerable correspondence during the last year between
the president of S.E.A.A.M. and the Ministers of Education, Health,
Community Services, and Culture, Heritage and Recreation regarding the
extension of programming for multi-handicapped children through the months
of July and August. Education, of course, accepts responsibility for the
other ten months of programming. We could obtain no consensus and no
direction.

Recommendation

That the Minister of Education approach his cabinet colleagues with a view
to developing a funding agreement and program plans to meet the social,
recreational, health, respite and educational needs of multiply
handicapped children for the months of July and August.

5. Guidance Counselling Services in the Schools

In a brief recently submitted to a task force studying the matter,
S.E.A.A.M. made reference to the following points:

- Children with special needs require help to deal with the destructive
self-image, the feelings of guilt, depression and incompetence that
frequently accompany unusual human conditions.



- Persons doing the parenting of children with special needs frequently
require equal amounts of support and help for many of the same
reasons.

- Persons doing the academic/developmental teaching of these children
frequently require equal amounts of support and help for many of the
same reasons.

- There is always a demand for teamwork among a group of peers
providing a multi-disciplinary approach in order to respond to the
unusual requirements of the child with special needs.

- Career education from kindergarten to high school graduation for the
child with special needs is very complex.

- Social issues such as child abuse, addiction, family life education,
etc. have compounding difficulties when the child has special needs.
The professional best qualified to be the team member in most of
these instances is the trained guidance counsellor.

Recommendati on

That Manitoba Education fund the employment of school guidance counsellors
in all schools of the province at all levels (K - 12) through an
additional categorical counsellor grant for 350 students (plus one for the
remainder) and that this grant be in addition to present funding formulae.

6. Diagnostic Support Centre

The Diagnostic Support Centre, operating out of the School for the Deaf,
has been trying to serve rural children. Interest had been expressed in
the past by Manitoba Education in the development of a second Centre in
the western part of the province (Dauphin or Brandon). S.E.A.A.M. wishes
to go on record as supporting this plan. It is difficult for a single
centre to service everyone and stay current with developments in the local
division. Travel time, costs and time out of division for child, family
and school staff reduce the effectiveness of any treatment plan. A second
centre would need to operate with some autonomy, responding to its own
advisory committee which is representative of the communities it serves.
We ask that this plan be considered with favour in the near future.

Thank you for your kind attention to these matters.

Respectfully submitted,

Marianne Wawrykow
President
S.E.A.A.M.



Manitoba
Minister of Education Room 168

Legislative Building
Winnipeg, Manitoba, CANADA
R3C OV8

30> 1987

Mr. Del Kitch
President
Special Education Administrators' Association of Manitoba
c/o Swan Valley School Division No. 35
Box 995
Swan River, Manitoba
ROL 1ZO

Dear
s~

I am writing to seek your advice in relation to guidelines for
school divisions and districts concerning parent involvement in making
decisions about the placement of students who have exceptional educational
needs.

Attached is a consultation paper on this matter. The paper is
intended to outline a process which will help divisions and districts to
foster an environment in which parents, educators and educational authorities
may share information and experience in a timely way and then make appropriate
placement decisions. While the paper makes reference to occasional
differences between parents and educational authorities, and to the need for
conciliation when these cases cannot be resolved locally, it reflects my
belief that the real objective is to make appropriate decisions prior to
conciliation.

I would appreciate receiving your written advice on the guidelines
outlined in the consultation paper. May I hear from you by June 1, so that
suitable guidelines might be finalized by June 30?

Yours respectfully,

/Jerry Storie
,<-.Y-'--"-V! . / Minister

Attachment/>



THIRD DRAFT

M A I N S T R E A M I N G

An objective of special education in Manitoba might be expressed as the
integration of exceptional children through the positive acceptance of
differences. The term "integration" is a process whereby students with
exceptional and non-exceptional needs can be educated in the same classroom.

When extensive and appropriate individual program planning indicates that
education in regular classes with the provision of supplementary supports and
services cannot meet the students' educational and social needs, then removal
from regular class is deemed necessary. This should occur for a limited time
and with a goal-oriented plan focussed on returning the child to his/her
regular class.

Recommendation One
Issues related to the process of integration should be
addressed on an individual basis.

The Minister and Manitoba Education shall develop
legislation and regulations which will encourage and
direct School Divisions to establish educational programs
for exceptional students which will exemplify the
following components:

a) age appropriate placement and program
b) community based placement
c) regular school environment
d) regular classroom placement
e) curriculum based on student's strengths, abilities and

needs
f) individual and appropriate program plan
g) provision of special instruction and service

^Recommendation Two
In keeping with the legislation and regulations of
Manitoba Education, each School Division shall develop
and review policies on the educational services for
students with exceptional needs that will include a
statement of philosophy, practices and procedures. The
Board shall develop policy in consultation with parents,
administrators, students and teachers.

Recommendation Three
The Minister and Manitoba Education shall develop
policies, regulations and legislation that will ensure
that each student with exceptional needs be afforded
special education services based on an individual
educational plan. Such plans need to: include an
assessment of the student's needs, identify appropriate
goals and objectives, select teaching strategies designed
to enhance learning, and provide periodic review and
evaluation.

MOST
ENABLING
ENVIRONMENT

MOST
ENABLING
ENVIRONMENT

PROGRAM
ACCOUNT-
ABILITY



Professional Development

:-
Professional Development- is the shared responsibility of Manitoba Education,
Universities, School Divisions and educators. Professional development
planning should include programs for administrators, consultants, teachers,
paraprofessionals and volunteers. Leadership by Manitoba Education is
essential in order that consistency of quality of education exists throughout
urban and rural areas.

Recommendation Four
Manitoba Education shall outline in regulations mandatory
course in special education at the undergraduate level for
all teachers in the certification program.

Recommendation Five
Manitoba Education shall be responsible for introducing a
model whereby selected individuals in School Divisions be
thoroughly trained and be able to conduct inservices at
the School Divisionand Regional levels. A Resource manual
shall be designed for use by such persons. Funding and
resources for such a model is to be provided by Manitoba
Education.

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
(MANITOBA
EDUCATION)

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
(MANITOBA
EDUCATION)

Recommendation Six
Minimal competencies in Special Education within the
mainstreamed setting shall be provided at the University.
Theories and strategies are to be taught. Graduate
courses relative to the concept of mainstreaming the
Special Needs students must be implemented. Where
opportunities for highly specialized education at the
graduate level in particular areas of special education do
not occur in Manitoba, bursaries shall be made available
to support teachers to be trained out of province.

Recommendation Seven
School Division and Manitoba Education shall determine the
content of courses and feasibility of certification for
paraprofessionals.

Recommendation Eight
Providing opportunities for all educators, administrators,
teachers and paraprofessionals presently involved in the
system to participate in additional training is the
responsibility of the School Division.

Recommendation Nine
School Divisions shall be encouraged to consider knowledge
and experience in special education when hiring.

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

(UNIVERSITIES)

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
(SCHOOL
DIVISIONS)

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
(SCHOOL



Parental Involvement

Parental rights in the determination of exceptional needs, placement,
educational programming, and the delivery and revision of services should be
in statute.

Legislation and regulations take into consideration the following goals of
parent participation:

1) to ensure educational success through effective partnership^.^

2) to ensure adherance to the principles of social justice

3) to ensure adherance to democratic principles through involvement of parents
in the planning and decision making process and access to information.

Recommendation Ten
Parent Rights and the determination of exceptional needs, PARENTAL
placement, educational programming and the delivery and INVOLVEMENT
revision of services should be in statute.

Recommendation Eleven

^

The Minister and Manitoba education shall develop PARENTAL
regulations that will ensure: INVOLVEMENT

a) ongoing and frequent information exchanges between
parents and educators

b) climate for effective participation
c) access to records
d) access to an appeal process

Recommendation Twelve
The Minister and Manitoba Education develop these
regulations based on the following principles:

a) A sense of fundamental equality between educators and '
parents fosters interdependence and shared responsi-
bility. PARENTAL

b) When expectations for appropriate education are met, INVOLVEMENT
conflicts between parents and schools are minimized.

c) Early and shared resolution of conflict prevents
escalation and is paramount in importance.

d) Opportunities must exist for parents to appeal executive
or administrative decisions in accordance with the
principles of natural justice.

"-



Special Education Finance

The cost of establishing a special education delivery system that strives to
incorporate the tenets stated beforehand must be reviewed as the present
financial grant system does not meet the needs of
students with the necessary supports to make it successful

"mainstreaming" exceptional

Manitoba Education has recommended that students with exceptional needs be
educated in the "least restrictive environment" and, therefore, should be
prepared to support the financial costs inherent in the philosophy.

Some general financial considerations are recommended:

Recommendation Thirteen
That Manitoba Education be prepared to finance 80% of
special education costs as originally intended,
particularly to those school divisions that are
implementing mainstreamed programs.

Recommendation Fourteen
That special education grants be indexed annually to
cover the costs of inflation and therefore maintain a
constant cost share between Manitoba Education and school
divisions.

Recommendation Fifteen
That Manitoba Education recognize the diversity of school
division special education needs and the provision of
quality special education programs to meet the needs of
all students with exceptional needs. It is recommended
that school divisions continue to apply on behalf of
individual low incidence students or establish formulas
that recognize the special circumstances in some school
divisions.

FINANCE

FINANCE

FINANCE

Recommendation Sixteen
That high incidence grants used to employ resource and
other high incidence teachers be reviewed and that the
role of the resource teacher be examined to determine the
effect integration of low incidence students has had on
services being provided to high incidence students.

Recommendation Seventeen
That Manitoba Education provide low incidence funding to
nursery students who are in the public school system.

FINANCE

FINANCE
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SPECIAL EDUCATION ADMINISTRATORS'
ASSOCIATION OF MANITOBA

January 5, 1988

The Honourable Roland Penner
Minister of Education
Room 168 Legislative Building
450 Broadway Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C OV8

Honourable Minister:

This is to confirm our meeting with you on Friday January 15, 1988 at 1:30 p.m.
The Special Education Administrators' Association of Manitoba is delighted at
having an opportunity to meet with you.

I have enclosed a copy of a brief that we have prepared for your consideration.
Enclosed, as well, is a copy of the resolutions passed at our Annual General
Meeting held in Brandon, Manitoba.

We look forward to meeting with you.

Sincerely,

Marianne Wawrykow
President

/pk
encl.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION ADMINISTRATORS'

ASSOCIATION OF MANITOBA
Del Kitch, President

Swan Valley School Division No. 35
Box 995

Swan River, MB

/" '
^ •

gill-

Dear

Please find enclosed a copy of "Appropriate Education, Student
Placement and Parental Involvement: A Policy Direction and Consultation
Paper" and a copy of the Minister's letter seeking input from S.E.A.A.M.
on the guidelines.

The June 1st deadline compels us to act quickly.
suggest a process:

I would like to

a) Each region to meet no later than May 8th to discuss the paper and
to draft written comments and suggestions to be included in our
response - to be carried out by Regional representatives on S.E.A.A.M.
(Parklands and Westman are meeting on April 30th for this purpose
and also to discuss the High School Review Consultation Paper.)

b) Each representative to send written comments to me no later than
May 14th.

c) I will incorporate all regional comments into one proposed response
and present such proposal at our May 22nd Executive Meeting. This
allows us several days to revise if necessary.

Members of the Executive other than regional representatives may be
included in your respective regions, or if you feel strongly about certain
issues, please send me your comments also before May 14th.

Sincerely,

Del Kitch

°K/bh
Enclosure



APPROPRIATE EDUCATION, STUDENT PLACEMENT AND
PARENT INVOLVEMENT

A Policy Direction and Consultation Paper



Perspective

1. A partnership involving parents and
professionals is essential if appropriate
educational placements are to be
provided to all students, and is even
more critical for students with special
needs, students who show severe
behavior problems which may lead to
suspension or expulsion, and students
who risk grade retention or social, as
distinct from academically justified, grade
promotion. Students such as these need
a great deal of help from adults.
Developing approaches to home-school
collaboration and making parents true
partners in the educational process are
effective means for accomplishing this.

2. In nearly all cases in Manitoba, this
partnership is being achieved. Few

^. complaints about the placement of
students are made, and most of these
are successfully resolved in informal
ways, as they should be. This is
testimony to the good will of parents and
educators in the province, and to their
mutual commitment to the growth and
development of students who need
special assistance. There have been,
however, some cases which could not be
resolved to the satisfaction of both
parents and educational systems.
Manitoba does not have processes
which would ensure that such
differences will be resolved.

Basic Principles

3. For several reasons, then, it is
important to clarify procedures for parent
involvement in the education of children
who need special placements. The

policy guidelines that are outlined later
are guided by certain principles.

4. Canada's Charter of Rights and
Freedoms is a positive statement of
direction for Canadian society as well as
for public education in Manitoba. The
equality rights outlined in the Charter are
that, within reasonable limits, "Every
individual is equal before and under the
law and has the right to the equal pro-
tection and benefit of the law without dis-
crimination and, in particular, without
discrimination based on race, national or
ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or
mental or physical disability."

5. The needs of individual children are
different, the circumstances of neighbor-
hood schools are varied, and the
availability of resources and programs is
necessarily different from one part of the
province to another. Nevertheless, the
primary focus should be on what is best
for the student, on what is reasonable in
the circumstances, and on providing
education in an environment which is
least restrictive and as accessible to
home as possible.

6. Parent involvement in the education of
students who may require special
placements has the potential for both
cooperation and disagreement between
parents and educational authorities. The
potential for cooperation should be most
strongly reinforced and must emphasize
mutual respect, openness, the free
exchange of information, and continuing
dialogue about what is best for the child,
what programs are available, and what is
being achieved among parents,
teachers, administrators and trustees in
Manitoba. At the same time, some
disagreements may be inevitable, al-
though closer collaboration between
parents and the school system can



reduce their number; for this reason any
process should include steps through
which occasional differences between
parents and educational authorities
might be resolved.

7. The task of implementing this will be
the responsibility of school divisions or
districts. It must be recognized that local
circumstances vary widely throughout
the province. All jurisdictions in the
province have their own approach to
policy, depending upon their resources,
size and structure: a large system which
employs a variety of specialists and
which offers a number of alternative
programs will require different policies
and procedures than a small system with
few internal specialists and without
alternative programs.

Guidelines for School Boards
Regarding Parent Involvement in
Placement Decisions

8. Nevertheless, some province-wide
standards are required to reflect
provisions for appropriate educational
placements and involvement in place-
ment decisions by parents or guardians,
professionals, and educational author-
ities. The following reflect the best
practices in Manitoba.

Appropriate Education

What is appropriate should be defined
individually, through a team approach
involving parents, educators, local
authorities and, if they are able, students.

Early Involvement

considering the special placement of
their children, but this is sometimes done
only near the end of the process when
authorities have a recommendation for
parents. It is preferable to involve parents
at the earliest possible moment, before
decisions are made, so that parents and
professionals can work together in
determining what information is relevant,
what assessments should be under-
taken, and what decisions are in the best
interests of the child.

Access to Information

It is important that parents receive full
information about their children's pro-
gress and development and that they be
informed about the contents of their
children's files, receive copies of these
files on request, have an opportunity to
add information to their children's files,
and have an opportunity to change the
records if the information contained in
them is incorrect.

Continuing Involvement and Ongoing
Information

While information prior to a placement
decision is important, the success of
many programs is a long-term matter
which requires continuing collaboration
between parents and professionals or
educational authorities. Ongoing inform-
ation about programs and services, their
effectiveness, and the possible need to
revise them should be available routinely
to parents.

Cooperative Procedures

Parents already are involved in many
instances when divisions or districts are

Children have many caregivers and
advocates-parents or guardians, educa-
tors, educational authorities, and Child
and Family Services agencies to name
the most important. On occasion, each of



these can initiate steps with which others
might disagree. For example, a parent
might request a program which a division
cannot reasonably offer, or professionals
may recommend an approach to student
assessment which parents find unsuit-
able. Although the number of such cases
is small, those that do occur point to the
need for careful procedures which inform
parents of assessment and placement
decisions which are being considered,
which require parental involvement, and
which provide for a conciliation process if
parents and educational authorities are
unable to agree.

The Need for a Decision-Making
Process

At the present time, most parents, educa-
tors and educational authorities share
information and reach mutual decisions
about educational needs and programs
for students requiring special place-
ments. Yet when there is disagreement
about the assessment or placement of a
student, it is unclear what courses of
action are available. In a few instances,
members of the Manitoba Education staff
have played a conciliation role or other
persons have been appointed to resolve
specific cases.

A preferable approach would be well
known and systematic: the first step
would be to share information and to
seek mutual agreement among parents,
educators, local specialists, adminis-
trators and the school board; if
differences emerge, then a resolution of
these differences would be sought
locally through appropriate procedures;
and then, if these differences persist and
can not be resolved locally, the Child
Care and Development Branch of
Manitoba Education would provide
conciliation services. Under current legis-

lation, The Minister of Education is
responsible for determining whether
further steps might be required in
exceptional cases.

Next Steps

9. The matters raised in this paper need
to be resolved for the 1987-88 school
year. At the same time, any steps that are
taken need to be organizationally
feasible as well as educationally sound.
The aim is to foster an environment in
which "the right people will say the right
things at the right time and make the right
decisions," without cumbersome and
time-consuming procedures.

10. Written advice on these matters
would be welcomed by June 1, 1987, so
that these guidelines may be finalized by
June 30,1987.



S.E.A.A.M.

TREASURER'S REPORT

MARCH 27, 1987

Balance on hand, January 22, 1987 $4158.02

Expenses:

Remy Jaffer, Executive Meeting $203.50
Laura Redgewell-H.S. Review Exp. 172.95
Bill Braun-re: Bob Scarth 5.30
Telephone 9.63

391.38

Receipts: 250.00

Balance on hand, March 27, 1987 $4016.64

Bill Braun
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Del Kitch, President
Coordinator of Special Education
Swan Valley School Division No. 35

Box 995
Swan River, MB ROL 1ZO

1987 02 26

Mr. A. Krawec, Director
Administration and Teacher Certification
Manitoba Education
507 - 1181 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg, MB
R36 OT3

Dear Mr. Krawec:

This letter is a response to your recent letter to Jean-Yves Rochon,
now the past-President of S.E.A.A.M. He informed me by telephone yesterday
of the content of your letter regarding your intention to reactivate the
Committee on Special Education Certification.

Our previous representative, Bill Kormylo, is now retired. Our new
representative is:

Ms. Beverley Delmage
Coordinator of Special Programs
Intermountain School Division No. 36
Box 160
Grandview, MB
ROL OYO
Telephone: 546-2898

Please contact Bev directly regarding the first meeting date.

Thank you for maintaining contact with our association on this matter.
Your timing on reactivating the Committee is excellent. Concerns regarding
courses approved for certification have been shared with me from several
regions around the province.

Yours truly,

Del Kitch, President
_ S.E.A.A.M.

DK:pf



Manitoba
Education

r~^
Curriculum Development
and Implementation

Room 409
Robert Fletcher Building
1181 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba, CANADA
R3G OT3

(204) 945-7975

February 10, 1987

Mr. Del Kitch
President, S.E.A.A.M.
c/o Swan Valley School Division
No.35

Box 995
Swan River, Manitoba
ROL 1ZO

Dear Del:

On behalf of Mrs. Vera Derenchuk (chairperson) and the Task Force on
Guidance I would like to thank you and your colleagues in S.E.A.A.M. very
much for your Brief. We greatly appreciate your interest, concern and
support.

As I mentioned to you on the phone, we intend to be in a position
early in April to provide S.E.A.A.M. with a "consultation paper", which
would provide the basis for the final curriculum document. We would then
look forward to S.E.A.A.M.'s review and response.

Thanks once again for your efforts in preparing this thoughtful Brief.
It is greatly appreciated and will provide valuable input to the
development of our paper.

Yours truly,

Dennis Lucas
for the Task Force

on Guidance

DL/11



ASSOCIATION of MANITOBA
SPECIAL EDUCATION ADMINISTRATORS'

ASSOCIATION OF MANITOBA
President - Del Kitch
Coordinator of Special Education
Box 995
Swan River, MB ROL 1ZO

Phone: 734-4531

1987 02 04

Mr. Dennis Lucas
Consultant
Career Guidance & Counselling
Curriculum Development & Implementation

Branch
Manitoba Education
409 - 1181 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg, MB
R3G OT3

Dear Mr. Lucas:

Please find enclosed a brief relating to Guidance Services and special
needs children as drafted by the Special Education Administrators' Associ-
ation of Manitoba.

From our telephone conversation, I understand that you will be
sharing our concerns and recommendations with the members of your Task
Force at subsequent meetings. I also understand that you will send me
a copy of the "Consultation Paper" upon completion, tentatively in April.
Upon receipt of said paper, I would hope that our Executive could meet
to study the recommendations and give our responses to you prior to the
publication of the final paper. Our next meeting is on April 6th, 1987.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Del Kitch
President, SEAAM

DK:ks

Enclosure



SPECIAL EDUCATION ADMINISTRATORS
ASSOCIATION OF MANITOBA

Mr. Del Kitch, President
Coordinator of Special Education
Swan Valley School Division No.35

Box 995
Swan River, MB

ROL 1ZO

Mr. Ed Buller
Assistant Deputy Minister
Manitoba Education
311 - 1181 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg, MB
R3G OT3

Dear Sir:

Recently, I spoke briefly with Monty Szakacs regarding future proceedings
in regard to the High School review process in Manitoba. He indicated that
the Review Panel's intention is to have the Discussion Paper available for
distribution sometime in March.

Is it possible for you to include our organization on the mailing list
for the Discussion Paper? If so, please send a copy to me at the address
shown above.

Our next Executive meeting is Monday, April 6, 1987 at the St. James-
Assiniboia Teachers' Centre starting at 9:30 A.M. It would be appreciated
if ..you. could arrange to have a member of the Review Panel meet with us
sometime during the morning, especially if the Discussion Paper has been
released by that time. A response to this request by mid-March would be
convenient as I will be drafting our agenda at that time.

Thank you for considering these requests.

Del Kitch
President, S.E.A.A.M.

DK/bh
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Room 168
Legislative Building
Winnipeg, Manitoba, CANADA
R3C OV8

July 13, 1987

•

•

*

.

'
Mr. Del Kitch
President
Special Education Administrators'

Association of Manitoba
Box 995
Swan River, Manitoba
ROL 1ZO

-
Dear Mr. Kitch:

. •.

..
• •

Thank you for your letter of May 26, 1987 on behalf of the Special
Education Administrators' Association of Manitoba concerning children who are
severely disturbed and may present extremely aggressive and endangering
behaviors. Such children do require intensive programming which combines the
educational program with a structured treatment component.

. . . . -.
I appreciate that such children have multifaceted needs which

require collaborative multidisciplinary intervention involving the resources
of Community Services and Health in support of the school program. In such
cases, it is critical to collaborate with such services to develop a compre-
hensive individual program plan. .

•

I have referred your concerns to the Advisory Committee on Special
Needs for its deliberations. Your organization is represented on this
committee which will be reporting to me by the end of the 1987-88 school
year.

.

I appreciate your contribution in seeking solutions to these
complex issues.

urs respectfully,

cc: Honourable Muriel Smith
Minister of Community Services
Honourable Laurent Desj ardins
Minister of Health
Honourable Roland Penner
Attorney General

Jerry Storie
Minister



ASSOCIATION of MANITOBA
SPECIAL EDUCATION ADMINISTRATORS'

ASSOCIATION OF MANITOBA
Mr. Del Kited, President

Box 995
Swan River, MB

ROL 1ZO

Honorable Jerry Storie
Minister of Education
168 Legislative Building
Winnipeg, MB
R3C OV8

Dear Mr. Storie:

Thecexecutive of the Special Education Administrators' Association of
Manitoba would like to bring to your attention the matter of educational
programming for severely emotionally disturbed students who are a danger to
themselves and/or others.

While we recognize and fully endorse the right of all students to a public
education we, as coordinators of special education services, find ourselves at
a loss for answers when we are faced with developing programs for severely
emotionally disturbed students.

Following are examples of the problems that present themselves to us:

1. The student - tests within the average range of ability, is
severely disturbed and poses a danger to other students in
school; he has been placed in a program for disturbed students
with a staff of two adults to six children and receives intensive
services from a school social worker, a school psychologist, as
well as a psychiatrist. He continues to physically abuse other
students in the school and the parents in the community are
concerned for the welfare of their children. The student is
only nine years old and, thus, Child and Family Services does
not have the alternative of providing a 24 hour treatment setting
for him.

2. The student - tests as low functioning in the Trainable Mentally
Handicapped range of ability, has been diagnosed as autistic, tends
to become very violent at times, with no known trigger ascertainable
by staff. He is assigned a one-to-one teacher aide, is placed in a
class with four other students, one teacher and two other teacher
aides. Other support services are available from clinicians. This
student tends to physically abuse other students and/or run away on
a frequent basis. When he is upset, he is not manageable by one
person and, in fact, has often kept five staff members involved
during one of his episodes.

In both of the above cases, we have several questions which we pose to
you as Minister of Education.
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1987 05 26

a) Is there a point at which a school system in Manitoba legitimately
can say that educational resources are exhausted - we have no way
of providing an educational program for this child - his needs are
not primarily education and we, as an educational system, do not
have full treatment facilities to meet his prime needs?

, b). If the above cannot be a legitimate claim in Manitoba, what
resources are available within the educational system to provide
intensive assistance in such a case? (Please be aware that the
cases we describe already have more than exhausted any low incidence
funded programs already available.)

c) If the above can be true in Manitoba, what alternatives outside the
educational system are available for students with such needs?

Our questions to you are not meant as a way of discovering an avenue to
shirk our duties under,the Public Schools Act but, rather, a plea for help
on behalf of administrators responsible for the education and safety of many
children.

Sincerely,

Special Education Administrators'
Association of Manitoba

:bh

cc: Honorable Muriel Smith
Minister of Community Services

.Honorable Laurent J. Desjardins
Minister of Health

Honorable Roland Penner, Q.C.
Attorney General
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Mr. D. Kitch
President, S.E.A.A.M.

Swan Valley School Division No. 35
Box 995

Swan River, MB ROL 1ZO

1987 05 19

Honorable Muriel Smith
Minister of Community Services
302 Legislative Building
Winnipeg, MB
R3C OV8

Honourable Minister:

Re: Shared Funding for Twelve Month Services
for Multiply-Handicapped Students

Further to discussions with parents of school-age children
currently enrolled in programs such as the Rehabilitation Centre
for Children and the St. Amant Developmental Day Program, it has
come to our attention that there is a need for shared funding for
twelve month programming for multiply-handicapped children.

Education currently funds ten month programming for these
children. We are prepared to provide ten month programming at the
institution of the parents' choice or in the school system, but
suggest that Community Services assume the responsibility for
funding for the two summer months.

A shared funding arrangement such as this would meet the needs
of these multiply-handicapped children and the wishes of this group
of parents.

We hope that this issue can be resolved so that the needs of
these children can be met in the summer of 1987.

Yours sincerely,

Del Kitch, President
S.E.A.A.M.

:ks

cc: Honourable Jerry Storie,
Minister of Education



Manitoba
Minister of Room 302
Community Services Legislative Building

Winnipeg, Manitoba, CANADA
R3C OV8

May 29, 1987

Mr. D. Kitch
^ President, S.E.A.A.M.
(~ Swan Valley School Division No. 35

Box 995
Swan River, Manitoba
ROL 1ZO

Dear Mr. Kitch:

I wish to acknowledge your letter dated May 19, 1987
regarding Shared Funding for Twelve Month Services for
Mutiply-Handicapped Students.

I have taken the liberty of forwarding a copy of your letter
to my department for their review. You will be receiving a response to
your letter in greater detail as soon as possible.

Thank you for sharing your concerns with me.

Sincerely,

Muriel Smith



Manitoba
Minister of
Community Services

June 25, 1987

Room 302
Legislative Building
Winnipeg, Manitoba, CANADA
R3C OV8

Mr. D. Kitch
President, S.E.A.A.M.
Swan Valley School Division No. 35
Box 995
Swan River, Manitoba
ROL 1ZO

Dear Mr. Kitch:

I wish to elaborate on my response of May 29 to your letter of
May 19, 1987. There is no doubt that some children with
multi-handicapping conditions could benefit from a twelve month
intervention. Certainly Manitoba Education has led the way with twelve
month funding for intervention for children who are deaf and blind.

The role of Manitoba Community Services is to support the child
in the family. Often this is identified as a need for services beyond
that of normal child rearing and is based on additional resources
(financial and human). In exceptional individual instances this may be
expanded to provide support on teacher inservice days. Planning for
children is on an individualized basis. For example respite is now.
available to families with a deaf-blind child.

While there is clearly a need to work closely together in
providing supports to children who live with a multi-handicapping
condition there is also a need to identify roles of government
departments. Our role clearly is to provide supports to families who
have children who through individual planning, are identified as needing
extra support.

Your request should be directed to Manitoba Education and also
perhaps to Manitoba Culture, Heritage and Recreation as the children will
require some leisure pursuits during the summer vacation.

I certainly appreciate your concerns and ask that you include
Community Services staff in planning for individual children.

Sincerely,

Muriel Smith

c.c. Hon. J. Storie
Education
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Mr. Del Kitch, President
Swan Valley School Division No. 35

Box 995
Swan River, MB ROL 1ZO

Honourable Jerry Storie
Minister of Education
168 Legislative Building
Winnipeg, MB
R3C OV8

Honourable Minister:

Thank you for giving our organization the opportunity of commenting
on the consultation paper "Appropriate Education, Student Placement and
Parent Involvement". Please find enclosed our summative response on
this matter.

The paper has been discussed in each of the regions of the province.
Each region submitted its views on various aspects of the paper. As you
can well understand, there is certainly not a complete unanimity on all
issues being addressed. However, I believe that the statements made in
our response generally reflect the views of the majority of Special
Education Coordinators across Manitoba.

I sincerely hope that the comments we have made and in some cases
the additional questions we have raised will assist you in developing a
final set of guidelines which will clarify these important issues for all
parties involved in the appropriate educational planning for our children.

We would appreciate being informed of future developments in regard
to these matters.

Del Kitch, President
S.E.A.A.M.

OK:pf

Enclosure



Special Education Administrators Association of Manitoba response to the

Honorable Jerry Storie, Minister of Education

Re: Appropriate Education, Student Placement and Parent Involvement - A
Policy Direction and Consultation Paper __

There is generally a consensus among Manitoba's Special Education Admini-

strators that the paper positively attempts to clarify a direction and a

process for Manitoba educators in regard to appropriate programming for special

needs students and to parent involvement in such cases. A uniform, province-

wide process to help divisions continue to further the fostering of an environ-

ment in which parents and educators share information in a timely manner and

then make appropriate programming decisions would be valuable.

The purposes of the consultation paper appear to be:

1) to develop provincial guidelines,

2) to outline a process for sharing information and making decisions,

3) to encourage a sound team decision-making process, hopefully averting
the need for conciliation,

4) to establish a procedure for conciliation, if such a step is deemed
worthwhile, and

5) to establish a binding decision-making process if planning, negotiating
and conciliation fail.

If these are the purposes, then certain sections of the paper will require

more clarity and precision.

A. Perspective

The opening emphasis on teamwork and partnership is positive and

appropriately acknowledges the current routine in most cases in the province

today.

Questions:

Is it advisable to highlight particular types of students, e.g.

"students who show severe behavioral problems"? Would it not suffice to

use one encompassing term such as students with special needs or students

who have exceptional educational needs? And is it not preferable to

emphasize needs rather than disabilities?

Should mention be made that partnerships and teamwork are difficult

procedures at the best of times and that it must be recognized by parents,

local professionals, School Boards, etc. that these procedures are more

likely to be strained in the many areas of emergencies, crises and areas
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of lack of knowledge that arise in the cases of children with special

needs?

Does the paper apply to all students in the public school system?

Basic Principles

Early identification, information gathering and appropriate program

planning is of paramount importance. Parents should be encouraged to begin

the flow of information into the child's cumulative file. Schools should

then present to the parents (and child when appropriate) the services,

resources, programs and personnel that are available. The emphasis should

be on programming and not placement.

Questions

Since the Charter of Rights states that "Every individual has

the right to the equal benefit of the law without discrimination",

how do we reconcile the inequity of access to special services and programs

from division to division and even from school to school?

Is there a need for a provincial position on the integration of special

needs children in regular classrooms? Or does the latter part of statement

5 suffice, i.e. an environment which is least restrictive and as accessible

to home as possible?

Guidelines for School Boards

Once again, "placement decisions" are referred to when it is felt that

"decision-making" or "programming decisions" would be more appropriate.

The Access to Information section certainly raises some concerns, as

it relates to confidential files or documents and especially so in child

abuse and child custody cases. Although it is felt that parents should have

access to all files and information the following needs to be addressed:

a. Medical records, confidential files from Child & Family Services and
reports which were written which require interpretation for most parents.

b. From this point on, all school reports including Clinician reports
should be written for parents' consumption and should be made available
to parents.

c. Should there be two sets of files? One would contain cumulative records
and school reports, and one would contain personal, confidential infor-
mation if it exists. Is it legal to keep two set of files?

d. Parents should have an opportunity to change factual errors in the
records. Should they also be able to include interpretive information
or differing opinions? i.e. It might be their view that if a teacher
can relate that their child is lazy, that they can rebut that the teacher
was dull and unmotivating? A clear statement of parents' rights must be
made.
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Regarding "The Need for a Decision-Making Process", we agree that:

a) Local procedures should be designed to advocate, to develop and to
assure mutual trust, sharing and teamwork.

b) The key team is the parent, the classroom teacher and the child.

c) When this team requires help, local specialists become involved through
the office of the principal, not to take over responsibility but to
assist its functioning.

d) School Boards should have written policies clear to all parties for the
resolution of differences and that every effort should be made to resolve
differences at the local level.

e) The final authority for the resolution of conflict would be the Minister
of Education.

In regard to the provision of conciliation services, it is questionable

as to how successful the conciliation stage might be. If agreement has not

been reached by this point in time, then a binding arbitration process may

be preferable, thus ending the conflict more immediately so that programming

for the child is not disrupted or discontinued for a prolonged period of

time. It is assumed that any appeal of the arbitration decision would be

available to either party through the court system.

If conciliation is included as an intermediary step, it is felt that

Child Care & Development Branch personnel, at least from within the same

region, should not be the conciliator(s). Since such staff persons are

invariably a part of the school team, the conciliation process would place

them in either an adversarial role or conflict of interest situation. Alter-

natives to C.C.D.B. staff might be: a Special Education Coordinator from

another school division, a retired Special Education Coordinator or Regional

Services personnel, such person(s) made available through Manitoba Education.

D. Miscellaneous Considerations

Throughout the process, decisions made should be based on the needs of

students but must be balanced with what the school (or division) is able

to provide for services and programs.

A critical factor in. team building and team decision-making is available

classroom teacher time. Some financial supports must be provided to schools

to allow teachers uninterrupted time away from classes to fully participate

as key team members. Training in team decision-making and consulting pro-

bably needs to be upgraded for many of our principals, resource teachers

and other support personnel.
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There is no direct reference in the paper to Individual Educational

Program Plans. Would such a reference clarify the process?

Is there any intent by the Minister to mandate specific early identi

fication procedures?
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Mr. D. Kitch
President, S.E.A.A.M.

Swan Valley School Division No. 35
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1987 05 19

Mrs. Muriel Smith
Minister of Community Services
302 Legislative Building
Winnipeg, MB
R3C OV8

Honourable Minister:

Re: Shared Funding for Twelve Month Services
for Multiply-Handicapped Students

Further to discussions with parents of school-age children
currently enrolled in programs such as the Rehabilitation Centre
for Children and the St. Amant Developmental Day Program, it has
come to our attention that there is a need for shared funding for
twelve month programming for multiply-handicapped children.

Education currently funds ten month programming for these
children. We are prepared to provide ten month programming at the
institution of the parents' choice or in the school system, but
suggest that Community Services assume the responsibility for
funding for the two summer months.

A shared funding arrangement such as this would meet the needs
of these multiply-handicapped children and the wishes of this group
of parents.

We hope that this issue can be resolved so that the needs of
these children can be met in the summer of 1987.

Yours sincerely,

Del Kitch, President
S.E.A.A.M.

:ks



TENTATIVE

Special Education Administrators Association of Manitoba response to the

Honorable Jerry Storie, Minister of Education

Re: Appropriate Education, Student Placement and Parent Involvement - A Policy
Direction and Consultation Paper

There is generally a consensus among Manitoba's Special Education Administrators

that the paper positively attempts to clarify a direction and a process for Manitoba

educators in regard to appropriate programming for special needs students and to

parent involvement in such cases. A uniform, province-wide process to help divisions

continue to further the fostering of an environment in which parents and educators

share information in a timely manner and then make appropriate programming decisions

would be valuable.

The purposes of the consultation paper appear to be:

1) to develop provincial guidelines,

2) to outline a process for sharing information and making decisions,

3) to encourage a sound team decision-making process, hopefully averting the need
for conciliation; and

4)'to establish a binding decision-making process if planning, negotiating and
conci1iation fai1.

If these are the purposes, then certain sections of the paper will require

more clarity and precision.

A. Perspective

The opening emphasis on teamwork and partnership is positive and approp-

riately acknowledges the current routine in most cases in the province today.

Questions:

Is it advisable to highlight particular types of students, e.g. "students

who show severe bevavioral problems"? Would it not suffice to use one en-

compassing term such as students with special needs or students who have excep-

tional educational needs? And is it not preferable to emphasize needs rather

than disabilities?

Should mention be made that partnerships and teamwork are difficult

procedures at the best of times and that it must be recognized by parents, local

professionals, School Boards, etc. that these procedures are more likely to be

strained in the many areas of emergencies, crises and areas of lack of knowledge

that arise in the cases of children with special needs?



Page Two

Does the paper apply to _a_ 11 students in the public school system?

Basic Principles

Early identification, information gathering and appropriate program planning

is of paramount importance. Parents should be encouraged to begin the flow of

information into the child's cumulative file. Schools should then present to the

parents (and child when appropriate) the services, resources, programs and

personnel that are available. The emphasis should be on programming and not

placement.

Questions

Since the Charter of Rights states that "Every individual has

the right to the equal benefit of the law without discrimination", "

how do we reconcile the inequity of access to special services and programs

from division to division and,even from school to school?.

Is there a need for a provincial position on the integration of special

needs children in regular classrooms? Or does the latter part of statement 5

suffice, i.e. an environment which is least restrictive and as accessible to

home as possible?

Guidelines for School Boards

Once again, "placement decisions" are referred to when it is felt that

"decision-making" or "programming decisions" would be more appropriate.

The Access to Information section certainly raises some concerns, as it

relates to confidential files or documents and especially so in child abuse

and child custody cases. Although it is felt that parents should have access

to all files and information the following needs to be addressed:

a. Medical records, confidential files from Child & Family Services and reports
which were written which require interpretation for most parents.

b. From this point on, all school reports including Clinician reports should
be written for parents' consumption and should be made available to parents.

c. Should there be two sets of files? One would contain cumulative records
and school reports, and one would contain personal, confidential information
if it exists. Is it legal to keep two sets of files?

d. Parents should have an opportunity to change factual errors in the records.
Should they also be able to include interpretive information or differing
opinions? i.e. It might be their view that if a teacher can relate that
their child is lazy, that they can rebut that the teacher was dull and
unmotivating? A clear statement of parents' rights must be made.
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Regarding "The Need for a Decision-Making Process", we agree that:

a) Local procedures should be designed to advocate, to develop and to assure
mutual trust, sharing and teamwork.

b) The key team is the parent, the classroom teacher and the child.

c) When this team requires help, local specialists become involved through
the office of the principal, not to take over responsibility but to assist
its functioning.

d) School Boards should have written policies clear to all parties for the
resolution of differences and that every effort should be made to resolve
differences at the local level.

e) Conciliation services should be spelled out clearly as to

- Who will the conciliator(s) be?

- What if one or both parties does not accept the conciliator(s)?

- Is the decision binding on both parties?

- Can there be any appeal? If so, to whom through what process?

Since Child Care & Development Branch personnel are invariably a part of the

school team, involvement in the conciliation process would place such personnel in

either an adversarial role or conflict of interest situation. Alternatives to

C.C.D.B. staff might be: a Special Education Coordinator from another division, a

retired Special Education Coordinator, or Regional Services personnel, such person(s)

provided by Manitoba Education.

The next step might be a "Children's ombudsman" appointed by government but

detached from any government department; a person trained eclectically with broad

experience in areas of special needs. This person would be expected to interpret

the Charter of Rights on behalf of children, to make objective recommendations for

the resolution of conflicts and to make recommendations to government departments

on what is necessary for the province to become a true advocate for children.

The final authority for the resolution of conflict would be the Minister of

Education.

D. Miscellaneous Considerations

Throughout the process, decisions made should be based on the needs of

students but must be balanced with what the school (or division) is able to

provide for services and programs.

A critical factor in team building and team decision-making is available

classroom teacher time. Some financial supports must be provided to schools

to allow teacher uninterrupted time away from classes to fully participate as

a key team member. Training in team decision-making and consulting probably

needs to be upgraded for many of our principals, resource teachers and other

support personnel.



T E R M S O F R E F E R E N C E

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL NEEDS

The advisory committee will identify education priorities and

directions for children with special needs and make recommen-

dations for consideration by the Minister.

While the committee is expected to address all broad issues

in special needs, the following specific issues will be Included:

a) aainstreaming

1>) program accountability

c) parental involvement

d) professional development and teacher training

e) formalizing special needs policies

f) priorizing programs and services within the context of

financial constraints

The advisory committee should target a final report to the

Minister before the end of the 1987-88 school year.
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Manitoba
Minister of 168 Legislative Building
Education Winnipeg, Manitoba, CANADA

R3C OV8

March 31, 1987

Mr. Del Kitch
President
Special Education Administrators'
Association of Manitoba

c/o Swan Valley School Division No. 35
Box 995
Swan River, Manitoba
ROL 1ZO

Dear
*~+—

Following consultations with a broad range of people throughout the
province, I have decided to form an advisory committee on special needs to
report to my office. This advisory committee is to identify priorities
concerning special needs programs and services in our province and to submit
recommendations for my consideration. The need for careful planning and
priorizing in the enhancement of educational programming for children with
special needs is particularly critical in times when fiscal resources are so
limited.

I am inviting each of the following organizations to name one
representative to this committee:

- Society for Manitobans with Disabilities .—
- Special Education Administrators' Association of Manitoba -/CicJ.
- Manitoba League for the Physically Handicapped ,-
— Manitoba Community Services — /»VÎ L ,̂  ,/^Ji\,\,'~
- Manitoba Association of School Trustees &-4 .
- Manitoba Association of School Superintendents \) ̂
- Manitoba Teachers' Society &U I/I'.iL-bj. -> . .-,
- Learning Disabilities Association of Manitoba C^vtt vCSi
- Educational Psychology Department, University of Manitoba
- Manitoba Council for Exceptional Children ft£fl\
- Association for Community Living ~}-4uiu U tkCJtJLi,
- Association for Bright Children Mj^\) £)£ lirl 0-->~

I expect the committee to complete its deliberations by the end of the
1987-88 school year.

The committee will be co-chaired by Mr. D. Reynolds, President of
the Council for Exceptional Children and Mr. N. J. Cenerini, Director,
Child Care and Development Branch, Manitoba Education.
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Mr. Del Kitch

Should your organization accept my invitation for representation on
the committee, please forward the name of your representative to
Mr. N. J. Cenerini, 206 - 1181 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G OT3
(945-7912) by April 30, 1987, if at all possible. The first meeting of the
committee is being scheduled for early May 1987.

I would like to thank your organization for its contribution to the
education of children with special needs. I trust that the committee's
deliberations will be productive, and I look forward to its recommendations.

Yours respectfully,

Jerry Storie
Minister


